Medical vs. Vision Insurance Guidelines
Any eye care provider is in the unique position of accepting both medical and vision insurance plans. As a new patient of Weaver Eye Care Associates, we verify both your medical and vision insurance coverage. We do this because the type of exam and necessary testing cannot honestly be determined until the doctor speaks with you during the exam. What a person may consider a routine visit may actually be medical in nature. Therefore, to avoid any confusion regarding our determination of the level of service, please read below regarding our examination policies and the standard rules of insurance companies.

Medical: Eye exams can be medical in nature, which are required by insurance rules to be filed with your medical insurance. Our medical exam and diagnostic testing fees associated with a medical eye examination can range anywhere from $65.00 on up. Here are situations requiring a medical eye examination:

· Significant medical history (diabetes, high blood pressure, thyroid disease or autoimmune disease)

· Pre-existing eye conditions (cataracts, glaucoma, retinal disease, etc.)

· High risk medication use and subsequential potential ocular side effects (Plaquenil, Tamoxifen, Amiodarone, Accutane, etc.)

· Medical complaints (pain, redness, flashes, floaters, headaches, dryness, redness, itching, pain, irritation, swelling, blurry vision due to medical eye issues, etc.)

Vision: The analysis, diagnosis, treatment or monitoring of medical eye conditions are specifically not covered by certain vision plans. These vision plans typically provide coverage for standard wellness “routine” eye examinations. Our standard wellness vision exam associated with this type of visit is $95.00, which includes the refraction test (checking the eyeglass prescription) and an evaluation of the eye health, which includes checking for glaucoma, cataracts, macular degeneration, etc.

Vision Insurance and Medical Health Insurance rules state that we must be consistent across the board with all patients, despite the fact that everyone’s insurance situation is different.

If we participate with your Medical Health Insurance, and in our professional opinion deem the exam as medical, we will submit the exam to the health insurance of which you are a member, just like any visit to your family doctor or specialist. If we are not a provider with your vision or medical insurance (or you do not have vision or medical insurance coverage), we will give you an itemized receipt of all professional services and diagnostic testing that was performed that you may then submit for reimbursement.

Again, our office does not make these rules and they are defined by the Vision Insurance and Medical Insurance carriers themselves.
Unfortunately, there is no way to know prior to your visit which eye examination type is appropriate for you. However, as stated earlier, we must maintain equality and fairness among all of our patients even though everyone’s insurance situation is unique.

I understand all of the above and authorize Weaver Eye Care Associates to determine the appropriate level of care and file any insurance claims as indicated by my signature below.

_____________________________________

_________________

   (Patient’s Signature)





   (Date)
